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Respected Sir,

I am writing to seek your personal intervention in operationalizing a key
national mandate ansing from the 5% National Conference of Chief Secretaries
held under the chairmanship of the Hon'ble Prime Minister, which emphasizes the
promotion of domestic tourism through structured youth and smadent
engagements. Pursuant to this, the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, vide
D.O. Letter No. PMUSD-13/7/2026-ABS&CBSP dated 05.06.2026, has directed
all States and Union Territories to drive domestic tourist footfall via organized
visits of student cohorts and youth delegations an initiative being closely
monitored by NITI Aavog and the Cabinet Secretariat.

In alignment with this national priority, the Union Territory of Andaman &
Nicobar Islands offers an unparalleled, living classroom for students. Beyond a
conventional tounst destination, our archipelago represents a magnificent blend
of learning opportunities that can deeply enrich an academic study tour:

—

+ History & Patriotic Heritage: The National Memonial Cellular Jail stands
as a poignant tribute 1o our nation's freedom struggle, offering profound
historical and patriotic inspiration to young minds.

» Natural Wonders & Geo-Heritage: From unique geoclogical formations like
the limestone caves of Baratang and the active volcano at Barren Island. to
pristine, world-renowned beaches, the islands are a treasure trove for
geographical and scientific exploration.

» Rich Ecological Biodiversity: Home to expansive mangrove ecosystems,
dense tropical! rainforests, and vibrant coral reefs, the islands offer an
unmatched arena for environmental and marine biology studies

« Culture & Unique Identity: Students will gain rare insights into the diverse
cultural tapestry of the islands, experiencing a harmonious blend of
mainland cultures alongside the preserved heritage of indigenous
communities.

» Adventure & Experiential Learning: Safe, regulated water sports and
trekking trails provide students with opportunities to build team spint,
resilience, and a spint of adventure.

« Astro-Tourism & Celestial Wonders: Owing to its strategic geographic
positioning near the equator and minimal light pollution, the islands offer
pristine Bortle | dark skies. This provides students an unmartched canvas
for stargazing, astrophotography, and practical astronomical studies,
revealing celestial views rarely visible from the mainland.
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» Avifauna & Bird Watching: As a globallv recognized biodiversity hotspot,
the islands are a haven for nature enthusiasts, boasting over 30 species of
endemic birds (such as the Andaman Wood Pigeon and Narcondam Hornbill)
found nowhere else on Earth, and more than 250 reported species making
1t an exceptional destination for ecological and ormthological field study

Structured educational excursions to these islands are vital to cultivate
regional consclousness, expand horizons, and empower young citizens to act as
proud brand ambassadors for India’s natural and cultural heritage. As noted in
the apex direcuives, these promotional and outreach activities do not require a
distinct budgetary scheme. [nstead, they are to be executed by optimizing existing
State resources, converging inter-departmental assets, and advising educational
institutions to prioritize significant national domestic sites for their annual
academic excursions.

Considering the significance of this national priority in shaping the
perspectives of our youth, I seek your personal intervention in issuing necessary
directions to the concerned directorates, boards, and educational institutions
{both school and higher education) within your State/UT to encourage, facilitate,
and organize structured student and vouth cohort visits to the Andaman &
Nicobar Islands

The Department of Tourism. A&N Administration, will extend all necessary
facilitation, itinerary curation, and logistical guidance to ensure that these
mstitutional study tours are safe, seamless, and intellectually enriching.

With regards,
Yours Sincerely,

<

Vinayak Chamadia, IAS

To

Shri Milind Shivaram Torawane, 1AS

Principal Secretary (Primary & Secondary Education)
Government of Gujarat

Block No. 5, 7th Floor

Sachivalaya (New Secretariat)

Gandhinagar, Gujarat - 382010



